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SEMINAR
Department of English
Anugrah Memorial College, Gaya

Venue: Conference Hall

Ecological Crisis: Contemporary Discourses and
Future Possibilities

Date: 18-09-2019
Time: 11:00 A.M. - 02:30 P.M.

Patron: Honourable Vice-Chancellor

Magadh University, Bodh Gaya.

Convener: Dr. Shailaj Kumar Shrivastava

Principal, A.M. College, Gaya.

Organizing Secretary: Dr. Amritendu Ghosal
Associate Professor, Department of English

A.M. College, Gaya.



Guest of Honour: Prof. Neeraj Kumar
Department of English,

Magadh University, Bodh Gaya.

Keynote Address: Dr. Parth Sarathi
Associate Professor,
Department of History,

A.M.College, Gaya.

Media In charge: Dr. Parth Pratim Das
Assistant Professor in Chemistry

A.M. College, Gaya.

Rapporteurs: Dr. Kishore Kumar Paswan
Assoc. Prof. in Political Science
A.M. College, Gaya
&
Dr. Amritendu Ghosal
Assistant Professor in English

A.M. College, Gaya.

Registration: Dr. Dhaneshwar Ram
Assoc. Professor cum Head
Department of Psychology
A.M. College, Gaya
&
Mr. Prashant Shrivastava,
Assistant Professor in Economics,
A.M. College, Gaya
Refreshments In charge: Shri Amresh Kumar Singh

Head Assistant, A. M. College, Gaya.



This seminar intends to address the various issues regarding the crisis of the climate. It invites
scholars of different disciplines to pool their ideas to arrive at an understanding of the issue.
The discourses of literature, culture, sociology, politics and the sciences have already
engaged with this topic and this seminar is a way to bring all of them together on one
platform. Analyses of the traditional discourses of the ecology along with radical visions for
the future are invited. The seminar will be addressing but will not be limited to the following

Concept Note

sub-themes:

O o o o o o o o o o o o o™

Theories and Practices in Ecocriticism
Environment and Children’s Literature
Science Fiction and Environment
Environment and the Media
Environment and Government Policy
Eco-feminism and Gender Studies
Environment and History
Post-colonialism and Environment
Translation and Environment
Tourism and Environment

Theology and Environment

Poverty and Environmental Issues

Environment-based Education

Programme Schedule

Inaugural Session:

11:00 A.M.- Welcome and felicitation of the Guest of Honour and Principal.

11:10 A.M.- Introduction of the topic by Dr. Amritendu Ghosal.
11:20 A.M. Key Note Address by Dr. Parth Sarathi

11:30 A.M.- Address by the Guest of Honour.

12:20 P.M. -Vote of Thanks by Principal

12:30 P.M.- End of Inaugural Session.

12:30P.M.- 01:00 P.M.- Tea Break



Technical Session:
01:00 -2:30- Paper Presentation and Discussion
Chair: Dr. Ajay Kumar Singh, Assoc. Professor., Department of Physics
A.M. College, Gaya.
CO-Chair: Dr. Partha Pratim Das, Assistant Professor, Department of Chemistry
A.M. College, Gaya.

Report

In the papers and the discussions it was found that over the past few decades the changes in
the earth’s eco-systems have been so rapid and so perceptible that debates regarding the
urgency of an ecological crisis have dwindled. That our natural environment is undergoing a
major shift is no secret. The significant question regarding this crisis is no longer whether
climate change is real or whether the ecology can cope with the current form of industry. The
question here is whether the Earth will remain capable of supporting the modern civilization
as we know it. The problem of eco-crisis is dualistic in nature, in that the human-centred view
considers nature as an instrument for human benefit, whereas the eco-centred view rejects
nature as merely instrumental, ascribing value to its intrinsic worth apart from its benefit to
humanity. The pollution levels are at an all time high in the oceans, the underground water
reserves are drying up, the air pollution is sickening people with respiratory illnesses, oil-
spills, radioactive leakages and forest fires are wreaking havoc on wildlife. Coupled with the
rising population of human beings the perils of global warming threat our future generations
with unparalleled political and social violence.

We stand at such a turning point in history that our awareness and efforts will decide
the fate of humanity and other species on the planet. A large part of the ecological crisis is
manmade which is further aggravated by lax follow up on environmental laws, political
unwillingness to curb large scale polluting agents and negligence of far reaching ecological
consequences in favour of short-term monetary goals. At the same time there are international
organisations such as the United Nations (UN), Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) etc. that are involved with
negotiations with the various stake-holders regarding the climate change issue. At the national
level the governments are trying to minimise the damage but in a world dictated by market
concerns, state based efforts can barely catch up with the international influences of
industrialisation.


http://www.ipcc.ch/

Two Day Natggnal Webinar

CONTEMPORARY CONCERNS OF
ENGLISH STUDIES IN INDIA

To be organised by
Department of English

ANUGRAH MEMORIAL COLLEGE, GAYA
A Constituent Unit of Magadh University, Bodh Gaya
Chief: P:.-}tron Chief Guest Guest of Honour

Prof. Rajendra Prasad Prof. Shanker A. Dutt Prof. Banibrata Mahanta
Vice Chancellor Retd. Head Department of English
Magadh University Department of English Banaras Hindu
Bodh Gaya Patna University University
Patro Guest of Honour Guest of Honour

Prof. Shailaj Kr. Shrivastava Dr. Basabdatta Ghosh Kunal Dutt
Principal Assistant Professor Senior
Anugrah Memorial College Department of English Journalist
Gaya Uluberia College New Delhi
University of Calcutta

Dates- 1st & 2nd August, 2020
Time-10 AM - 2 PM
Free Registration Link - forms.gle/2BNZpcmNcsws8rk99 (Click/Tap on link)

The Webinar will be conducted on Google Meet. )
After registration please join ONE the following Whatsapp Groups for Meeting ID-
English Studies Webinar 1, English Studies Webinar 2 (Click/Tap to join)

wade i resemnaicon — E-G@Ftificates will be provided

CONCEPT NOTE

English Studies in India is a curious umbrella term that encompasses multiple areas in higher
education. The language itself is variously associated with the ideas of identity, history, power, class,
education, employment, communication etc. This has resulted in the never-ending English versus
vernacular language debate. As differences in opinions continue, as they should in any living



democracy, today we see English Departments offering numerous courses on Canonical English
literature, Indian Writings in English, World Literature, Translations, Critical Theory, Media Studies,
Creative Writing, Functional English and so on. We cannot, at the same time, forget the millions of job
aspirants who labour to learn English as a language in coaching institutes for the sake of employment.
Standing at this complex position where English makes its presence felt at innumerable places in the
lives of the Indian people of the twenty-first century we ask the question: How can Departments of
English approach the issues of language, literature, politics, identity, business, pedagogy, social equity,
media, policies of higher education, online education and funding in the present times.

SCHEDULE
DAY-1
10:30 AM: Welcome Address by Dr. Shailaj Kr.Shrivastava, Principal, A.M.College, Gaya

10:45 AM: Introduction to the Topic by Dr. Amritendu Ghosal, Assistant Professor, Dept. of English,
A.M. College, Gaya

11:15 AM: Prof. Shanker Ashish Dutt
Title- “English Studies in India: History, Politics and Pedagogy”
12:00 PM: Question & Answer Session
12:15 PM: Dr. Basabdatta Ghosh
Topic: “Addressing the Students of the Grassroot Level: Challenges and Strategies”
01:00 PM: Questions
01:15 PM: Discussion and Audience Response
02:00 PM: End of Day 1
DAY -2
10:30 AM: Mr. Kunal Dutt
Topic: “Semantics of the Media: Deconstructing Language, Demystifying Perceptions”
11:15 AM: Questions
11:30 AM: Prof. Banibrata Mahanta

Title- "The Draft National Education Policy 2019 and Higher Education: An English Studies
Perspective"

12:15 PM: Questions
12:30 PM: Discussion and Audience Response

01:30 PM: Vote of Thanks by Principal, A.M. College, Gaya



CORE COMMITTEE
Convenor: Dr. Amritendu Ghosal, Assistant Professor, Dept. of English, A.M. College, Gaya

Organizing Secretary: Mr. Prashant Shrivastava, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Economics,
A.M.College, Gaya.

Technical Support: Dr. Partha Pratim Das, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Chemistry,
Magadh University, Bodh Gaya.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Dr.Parth Sarathi, Associate Professor, Dept. of History, A.M. College, Gaya.
Dr. Kishore Paswan, Associate Professor, Dept. of Political Science, A.M. College, Gaya.

Dr. Ajay Kumar Singh, Associate Professor, Dept. of Physics, A.M. College, Gaya.

REPORT

A Two-Day Webinar was organized by Department of English, Anugrah Memorial College, Gaya (A
Constituent Unit of Magadh University, Bodh Gaya) on “Contemporary Concerns of English Studies in
India” on 1st and 2nd August, 2020. The Chief- Patron of the webinar was the Honourable Vice
Chancellor of Magadh University Prof. Rajendra Prasad. The webinar was attended online by more
than 250 participants from across the nation. The event hosted special lectures by eminent
academicians and professionals from various institutions. On the first day of the webinar Prof. Shailaj
Kr Shrivastava, Principal, A. M. College, Gaya welcomed the guests with his thought provoking address.
Prof. Shrivastava analysed the relevance of English Studies in present times and also pointed out the
importance of the co-existence of many languages in harmony. The topic of the webinar was put into
perspective by Dr. Amritendu Ghosal, Assistant Professor, Department of English, A.M. College, Gaya.
Professor Shanker Ashish Dutt, Retd. Head, Department of English, Patna University, spoke on the
History and Politics of English Studies in India and suggested ways to overcome the academic problems
faced by teachers and students. In her address Dr. Basabdatta Ghosh, Assistant Professor, Department
of English, Uluberia College, University of Calcutta mentioned methods of making the pedagogic
approach more accessible to all students. On the second day, Prof. Banibrata Mahanta, Department
of English, Banaras Hindu University spoke on the NEP 2020 and how it can be used to make quality
higher education accessible to the most number of students. Mr. Kunal Dutt, Senior Journalist based
in New Delhi spoke on language, media and how all languages have their importance. The participants
of the webinar raised some pertinent points and questions regarding English Studies and higher
education in general. The webinar was moderated by Dr. Amritendu Ghosal, Assist. Prof. Dept of
English, A.M. College, Gaya. Dr. Parth Pratim Das, Assist. Prof. Dept. of Chemistry, Magadh University
and Mr. Prashant Shrivastava, Assist. Prof. Dept. of Economics, A.M. College, Gaya played important
roles as core members of the organizing committee. The event was concluded with the Vote of Thanks
delivered by Prof. Shailaj Kr. Shrivastava, Principal, A.M. College, Gaya.



SEMINAR
Department of History
Anugrah Memorial College, Gaya

Venue: Conference Hall

Higher Education: Past, Present and Future (A Historical Perspective)

Date: 27-08-2019 Time: 11:00 A.M. —02:30 P.M.

Patron: Honourable Vice-Chancellor

Magadh University, Bodh Gaya.
Convener: Dr. Shailaj Kumar Shrivastava

Principal, A.M. College, Gaya.
Organizing Secretary: Dr. Parth Sarathi

Associate Professor in History, A.M. College, Gaya.
Guest of Honour: Prof. Piyush Kamal Sinha

Ex. Head of the Department of History &

In charge, Promotion Cell (Teachers”), Magadh University, Bodh Gaya.
Keynote Address: Dr. M.M. Shukla

Head, Faculty of Education, A.M.College, Gaya.

Theme

Right since the human species developed the skill to write and read, it has scored a quantum jump
in the progressive march of civilization. This achievement accelerated the momentum of progress
in all the secrets of its nature and scope. Gradually the scale became institutionalized in a form
which we call education. From the ancient days till date the institution has witness
remarkable/significant changes in its organisation and purpose. Thus, in the Indian context it began
in the Gurukuls located away from the habitational areas to temples and monasteries, to
autonomous universities and colleges located within urban hubs and now the online virtual
educational system. At the same time the purpose of education has also undergone drastic changes



depending on the views of different regimes. Above all, the contemporary search of democratic
spirit has done an unimaginable quantitative revolution in its spread and percolation towards
ending the hegemony/ privilege of a limited population over it and making accessible to the masses
in general. We often come across a few expressions such as ‘value based education’, ‘need based
education’ and ‘outcome based education’ which speak a lot about the interface of visions of the
policy makers and the society in regard with the concept of education.

This seminar proposes to discuss the various issues related to higher education in historical
perspective in order to identify problems inflicting it and also to find out suggestive measures for
a better future. The sub-themes are as following:

=

Concept of education.

Educational organisation.

Purpose of education.

Educational psychology.

History of education.

Education and religion.

Democracy and education.

Technological innovations and education.

. Online education system.

10. Any other issue and the scholar views as relevant to the main theme.
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Invitation and Call for Papers:

Faculty members, research scholars, students and freelance educationists are hereby invited to
enrich deliberations of the seminar with their valuable views through participation,
presentation and discussion.

Date of submission of Abstract/Full length paper: 26-08-2019
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Media In charge: Dr. Parth Pratim Das,
Assistant Professor in Chemistry, A.M. College, Gaya.
Rapporteurs: Dr. Kishore Kumar Paswan
Assoc. Prof. in Political Science, A.M. College, Gaya &
Dr. Amritendu Ghosal, Assistant Professor in English, A.M. College, Gaya.

Registration: Dr. Dhaneshwar Ram & Mr. Prashant Shrivastava
Assoc. Professor cum Head Assistant Professor in Economics,
Department of Psychology, A.M. College, Gaya.

AM. College, Gaya.



